Simple Video Streaming

Video streaming footage from your game film camera is the easiest and simplest method to start building an online audience for your games

At Laurier, we selected ustream.tv as the free, ad based website to use to stream our games. There are several other free options available.

What we’ll show you today is how to setup a laptop and camera to stream video to the internet.

1. The first thing you’ll need is to go to ustream.tv and setup an account.
2. In this demonstration, for simplicity, we’ll use a firewire connection to the laptop. However, you can also use devices like an ATI TV Wonder external USB video card to connect to a PC via composite, Coaxial or S-video cables. 

3. Login to the ustream.tv website.

4. Click on the “Broadcast Now” button in the upper-right hand corner.
5. This will bring up the broadcast window. Adobe Flash should prompt you to allow or deny access to your camera. You should click allow.

6. If you happen to have multiple cameras/audio devices plugged into the same PC (or a built in webcam) you can select the input by video and audio source.
7. Click start broadcast and you are live online.
8. If you want to record your broadcast for viewers to watch later online you can click start record.

9. When you click stop record, you can select to either play, delete or save the recording. Sometimes this option gets hidden in the tabs at the top. If you don’t select an option, the recording is typically deleted.

10. There are several advance options available. The most important is video quality and frame rate. These two should be set as high as possible for sports depending on what type of connection you have to the internet. If you are on your campus using a wired connection then use the highest setting possible. If you are off-campus, using a standard commercial internet connection than you may have to adjust the settings to get better performance. Always try to use a wired connection over a wireless one as wireless isn’t as reliable.

11.  There are lots of other options available to use with ustream including the Adobe Flash Broadcaster which allows for higher quality broadcasts as well as the Ustream Producer Pro which allows for commercials, overlays and multiple cameras.


